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Overview of MontCAS
Ð Why

! Compliance Agreement
! Federal Law

" Elementary and Secondary Education Act/No Child
Left Behind

" Title I

! Criterion-referenced test Ð Will meet requirements
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Overview of MontCAS
 Ð What

! Criterion-referenced test
" Alignment Study
" Reading, Mathematics, and Science
" Multiple-choice and constructed-response items

! Grades 3 Ð 8, and 10
! Supported by federal grant funds
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Overview of MontCAS
- When

Reading, Mathematics, and
Science (4, 8, 10)

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 102009

Reading, Mathematics, and
Science (4, 8, 10)

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 102008

Reading and Mathematics3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 102007

Reading and Mathematics3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 102006

Reading and Mathematics4, 8, & 102005

Reading and Mathematics4, 8, & 102004

Content AssessedGrades AssessedYear
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Montana Educator Participation

¥ Reading Passage Bias Review (Annually/Dec.)
¥ Pre-test Administrator Workshop (Annually)
¥ Field Test Benchmarking Workshop

(Annually/May)
¥ Item Bias Review (Annually/May)
¥ Field Test Item Review (Annually/May)
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Montana Educator Participation

¥ Item Selection Meeting (Annually/July)
¥ Standard Setting Ð Reading and

Mathematics (Summer 2006)
¥ Standard Setting Ð Science (June 2008)
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Assessment Review Ð Standards

! Montana Content Standards Ð 4, 8, 12
! Reading, Mathematics, and Science

Performance Standards: A Profile of Four
Levels
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Assessment Review Ð Design

! 50% of common items in Reading and
Mathematics and 100% in Science are released
every year for instructional improvement.

! Montana-Specific Items
" Developed from Montana Content Standards
" Approved by committees of Montana teachers
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Assessment Review Ð Design

¥ 3 sessions each of reading and mathematics at
grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10 and science at
grades 4, 8, and 10

¥ Untimed Ð suggested 45 minutes per session
¥ Approximately 24 multiple-choice and 1

constructed-response questions per session
¥ Test Specs are available on the OPI Web site.
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Reporting Review Ð Metrics

¥ Montana Performance Levels
ÐPercentage of students at each level

¥ Advanced, Proficient, Nearing Proficiency, and
Novice

ÐDisaggregation for all required subgroups
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Online Reporting - MARS

ÐClass Roster
ÐSchool and System Performance Level

Summaries
ÐSchool and System Item Analysis
ÐStudent Longitudinal Information
ÐReleased Item Documents
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Other Reports

¥ Before the end of the school year
ÐState Summary
ÐStudent Reports
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Getting Help
Principal Contacts

¥ Dan Verdick, Measured Progress
Ð Telephone:  (800) 431-8901 x 2220
Ð Fax:  (877) 537-5614
Ð verdick.dan@measuredprogress.org
Ð hall.nancy@measuredprogress.org
Ð hornsby.danielle@measuredprogress.org
Ð www.measuredprogress.org

¥ Judy Snow, Office of Public Instruction
Ð Telephone: (406) 444-3656
Ð Fax: (406) 444-0743
Ð jsnow@state.mt.us
Ð www.opi.state.mt.us/assessment/index.html


